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A Paisley boy from youlh anweards, Doug Hays gréw up
swimming m the lakes and romping thro 1gh e Wors
and that shows in his many nature-relabed works, At first
he turned o art as a hobby, learming how o work wWith
steel because he enjoyed the challenge of bringing life to
a normally unyielding, challenging material Completely
seif-taught, Douwg's determination © master his matenal
and g saice 1o his creative vision ied o a career that
He started Doug Hays Art, a
combined blacksmithing and sculpture venture, which

has spanmed bwo decades
now Bas studios in Pastey and Liberty, Tennesses
Graduating from University of Central Florida in 1592,
Lroug spent s early years developing igh-end furmiture
commissions and functioning sculptures. The majority
of his wark is in private collections spanning Orlande to
Georgia, but in the last ten years he has cenlered on
arge erale pleces for public areas SHll, his approach

remans the same throughout each project My

philosophy 15 that each arbisl approaches ther medium
mastering  the Dovg

with e fea of maberial,

&b t .

explaing,  whether its glass or wood, the freedom to
gxpress one s sell 15 dependent on the anility (o coninol
the medium,” His adroitness with metal is the product of

haours of meading  instructional then

Dooks and

experimenting with technigues

Through his work. Doug hopes that he can reach out (o
other aspiring artists was a student at Umatilla
High School, there were no other artists or works of art

While

o -:':|,|:|_“||:' e 1 Lakes C';_'ll_l'l::,'_ e recalls, NMow. much of
Dougs work 15 easily ac-

cessible, setting him up as
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fubture inspiration not only
but o
anyona who simply wants

i artists like i

to escape from reality for a
it He designed an ab-
stract yellow bike rack for
the Mount Dora Center for
e Arts, as whimsical as it

15 Tunctional. Visitors o
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